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Case: The Use of Oral Medication in Type 1 Diabetes by Alexandria Greenwood
Moderator: Dr. Callistus Lawal, Consultant, Internal Medicine, May Pen Hospital

Case: Peripheral Vascular Disease with Critical Limb Ischemia and Gangrene by Gagandeep Singh
Moderator: Dr. Dwayne Hall, Consultant, Surgery, Cornwall Regional Hospital

Mandatory attendance for all Clerkship Students. Attendance will be taken. 
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Clinical  Sciences
Updates

Case Presentation & Discussion 
(CP&D #20 & 21)

The following Clerkship Case Presentation & Discussion (CP&D #20&21) was held on Wednesday, 
September 15, 2021 at 7:00 PM. Interesting cases were presented by the AAIMS Clerkship students 
Alexandria Greenwood and Gagandeep Singh. 
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Through AAIMS’ membership with the Jamaica Medical Students Association (JAMSA)  
numerous opportunities for AAIMS’ students have emerged. In each of the subcommittees, 
there are new approaches for students to learn and engage in the medical community here in 

Jamaica. In particular SCORE, Standing Committee of Research Exchange, has allowed us to engage 
with UHWI, University Hospital of West Indies, Mona campus. This opportunity was to work with  
Dr. Rowe-Gardner on a Quality Assurance project about the average length of stay of patients at UHWI’s 
medical ward over a year. Several students applied throughout Jamaica from the University of West 
Indies, Caribbean School of Medical Sciences, and AAIMS. Dr. Gardner picked seven students from  
AAIMS. The names of the AAIMS students are Rahul Boda, Zario Wint, C.V Venkat, Nivin Koshy,  
Vikyath Arja, Vikash Rathi & myself. 

We were all excited to travel to Kingston and to help Dr. Rowe with the project. The AAIMS  
management supported our group and helped pay for the travel fare which was a great boost for us. 
With everyone’s support, we traveled to UHWI and it was a special experience for all of us. The Mona 
campus was huge and once we had arrived, we had to explore the hospital to find where the medical 
ward was. While searching, we came across special departments like the sickle cell clinic. Once we 
reached the medical ward, we were greeted cheerfully by Nurse Philip. She gave us a quick tour and  
introduced us to Dr. Rowe. Our task involved reading the dockets of patients and inputting the data 
into a file. Even though this task was rigorous it was fascinating to see the treatment plans for some of  
the patients. Overall, this was an intriguing experience which I was very thankful to be a part of. I 
encourage everyone to be active in JAMSA because it gives us new experiences and interactions with 
unique people like Dr. Rowe. 

Submitted by Sree Uppalapati, Leader of JAMSA S.C.O.R.E Committee

UHWI 
Quality Assurance Project
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Congratulatory Announcement
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Staff
Birthdays

Ms. Dawn Spence   September 9
Ms.	Joyeth	Brown	 	 September	10
Mr. Sherick Williams   September 24
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Preclinical
1.  A new born is infected in utero with an 
enveloped virus containing double-stranded 
DNA. The child develops petechiae, 
hepatosplenomegaly, and jaundice. Brain 
calcifications are detected on computed 
tomography (CT). With which of the following 
viruses is the new born most likely infected?
 a) Cytomegalovirus
 b) Hepatitis B
 c) Hepatitis C
 d) Hepatitis D
 e) Herpes simplex

Answer: A - cytomegalovirus

2.  A very ill neonate has widespread 
granulomas. In utero infection with which of 
the following organisms is suggested by this 
finding?
 a) Clostridium botulinum
 b) Escherichia coli
 c) Haemophilus influenzae
 d) Listeria monocytogenes
 e) Neisseria gonorrhoeae

Answer: D - listeria monocytogenes

MNEMONICS
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1.		The	October	2021	IBSCE	and	IFOM	1	exams	are	MANDATORY	for	ALL	Basic	Sciences	Students	
seeking	to	qualify	for	progression	to	Clerkships,	and	who	have	not	yet	passed	an	external	comprehen-
sive	basic	sciences	exam.		Please	note	further	those	students	who	score	over	80%	in	the	IBSCE	will	
be	eligible	to	take	the	USMLE	Step	1,	if	they	desire	to	do	so.

2.  The registration deadline is 10:00 a.m Monday, October 4, 2021.	The	registration	form	will	be	
closed	 immediately	 thereafter	as	we	have	 to	upload	 the	 relevant	 information	 to	 the	NBME	within	a	
specified	time	frame.

3.	Note	that	the	form	may	seem	a	bit	long,	however	please	bear	with	us	as	we	are	using	this	form	to	 
collect	the	specific	mandatory	student	information	required	by	the	NBME,	as	well	as	other	important	 
student	 information	 for	 our	 registry	 records,	 and	 as	 well	 to	 enable	 us	 to	 improve	 our	 clerkship	 
planning	and	service	provision	processes.	Your	cooperation	is	therefore	expected,	and	will	be	greatly	 
appreciated.

4.	In	completing	the	form	please	carefully	read	any	notes/guidance	given	for	the	questions,	and	ensure	
to accurately comply.  This is very important.

5.	Please	note	that	students	who	may	receive	special	permission	to	do	their	IBSCE	exam	remotely,	
are fully responsible for ensuring their connectivity for the exam, which will be conducted as a 
2-device exam.

6.	The	NBME	Exam	will	be	administered	ONLY	 in	a	Face-to-Face	modality,	and	at	 the	Black	River	
Campus ONLY,	as	per	agreement	with	the	NBME.	

7.	Note	that	only	students	in	good	academic	standing	who	are	financially	cleared	by	office	closing	hours	
on	Friday	October	8,	2021,	will	actually	be	allowed	to	do	the	IBSCE	exam.	Please	ensure	to	connect	
with	the	Bursary	Department	at	 isheka.walters@aaims.edu.jm		if	you	have	any	doubts	or	queries	re	
your	financial	standing.

Thanks	very	much	for	your	cooperation,	and	wishing	you	all	the	best	in	your	studies.

BASIC SCIENCES STUDENTS IBSCE/NBME REGISTRATION FORM: 
https://forms.gle/2W4nJwVjM4nsHGvu9

End Term Exam Timetable - September 2021

Please	see	below	your	timetable	for	next	week’s	end	term	examinations,	which	will	be	conducted	over	
the	period	Wednesday-Friday	September,	15-17,	2021.

Please	kindly	peruse	carefully	and	advise	if	there	are	any	omissions	or	clashes.

Please	 note	 that	 exams	 will	 be	 conducted	 in	 a	 face-to-face	 modality	 for	 all	 student’s	 resident	 in	 
Jamaica.	 	Students	who	are	desirous	of	doing	 their	exams	at	Kingston	or	Mandeville	 locations	are	
asked	 to	 indicate	by	 this	Friday,	Sept	10th,	by	way	of	email	 to	myself	with	 copy	 to	Mrs.	Scott	 and	 
Mrs.	Ebanks.

Exam	 instructions	 will	 remain	 essentially	 the	 same	 as	 usual;	 however,	 these	 will	 be	 issued	 as	 a	 
reminder	over	the	next	few	days.	

Wishing	all	students	successful	preparations	and	outcomes.
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Roll out of NBME IFOM 1 Policy & Progression to Clerkships Guidelines

Further	to	the	notice	sent	previously	advising	of	IBSCE	and	NBME	exam	dates,	please	see	below	for	
a	summary	of	how	the	policy	regarding	the	NBME	Basic	Sciences	Examination	which	will	be	rolled	out	
over	the	next	year:

In keeping with the May 2020 USMLE Step 1/NBME policy guidelines,	the	plan	for	full	policy	roll	out	
now	that	the	NBME	IFOM	1	exam	will	become	available	as	of	October	2021,	is	outlined	below:
 • Students currently in clerkships	who	have	not	yet	passed	an	External	Comprehensive	Basic	 
	 	 Sciences	Exam,	such	as	the	USMLE	Step	1,	will	have	up	to	before	they	graduate,	to	pass	the	 
	 	 NBME	IFOM	1	(or	USMLE	Step	1,	optionally).
	 •	 Students	who	will	 progress	 to	Clerkships	based	on	 IBSCE	passed	between	July 2021 - July  
  2022,	will	have	until	the	end	of	their	Core	Clerkships	to	pass	the	NBME	IFOM	1.			
 • Students who will progress to Clerkships based on IBSCE passed after July 2022,	must	pass	the 
	 	 NBME	IFOM	1	as well as	the	IBSCE	before	being	allowed	to	progress	to	Clerkships,	as	per	the	 
  original policy.
	 •	 All	students	in	the	above	categories	will	have	3	attempts	to	clear	the	IBSCE	and	the	NBME	IFOM	 
	 	 1	before	being	asked	to	remediate.
 • Very Important:	All	 Students	must	 progress	 seamlessly	 to	 clerkships	whenever	 they	 become	 
	 	 eligible	 to	do	so,	without	any	delay.	 	Those	who	elect	 to	 take	a	break	must	apply	 for	Leave	of	 
	 	 Absence	(LOA)	for no more than 3 months (1 term)	as	per	LOA	policy,	and	should	proceed	on	 
	 	 LOA	ONLY	after	receiving	approval.		

For some extenuating circumstances,	students	who	have	not	begun	their	clerkships	following	com-
pletion	of	 their	approved	LOA,	or	within	a	maximum	of	1	year	of	being	eligible	 to	progress,	may	be	
required	to	pass	the	IBSCE	again,	as well as	pass	the	NBME	IFOM	1,	(if	they	have	not	passed	the	
USMLE	Step	1),	before	being	allowed	to	progress	to	clerkships.	Please note that all times the ap-
proved LOA period must be strictly adhered to, as per LOA policy.
 
To: All Students & Faculty Members:

Please	be	advised	of	the	following	Exam	Dates:

1.  IBSCE Exam - Monday October 11, 2021 
	 	 This	 is	AAIMS’	 Internal	 Comprehensive	 Basic	 Sciences	 Exam,	 required	 for	 completion	 of	 the	 
	 	 Basic	 Sciences	 component	 of	 the	 MD	 Program.	 This exam is Mandatory face-to-face for  
  students seeking to be eligible to progress to clerkships.

2.  NMBE IFOM 1 Exam - Friday October 29, 2021
	 	 This	is	the	External	Comprehensive	Basic	Sciences	Exam	required	for	completion	of	the	Basic	 
	 	 Sciences	 component	 of	 the	 MD	 Program.	 This exam is Mandatory face-to-face at the  
  Black River Campus only.

3.  NMBE IFOM 2 Exam -  Friday, November 19, 2021
	 	 This	is	the	External	Comprehensive	Clinical	Sciences	MCQ	Exam	required	for	completion	of	the	 
	 	 Clerkship	 component	 of	 the	 MD	 Program.	 This exam is Mandatory face-to-face at the  
  Black River Campus only.

4.  OSCE exams - Friday November 12, 2021
	 	 This	 is	 the	 on-site	Clerkship	 exam	 required	 for	 completion	 of	 the	Clerkship	 component	 of	 the	 
  MD Program.






